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Tatar city, which are fifty feet high and forty feet thick. In the latter
settlement the streets are broader, and the buildings larger and much
more imposing. The foreign legations occupy the south-east portion of
the Tatar city between the Hata Men and the Chien Men GaLcs. They
are enclosed in high private walls, which enabled them to withstand
the Boxer rebels in 1900.
The palace grounds of the Imperial City are beautified with the
string of small lakes mentioned above. This city is enclosed within the
Tatar city, and in turn protects the Forbidden City, where the emperors
spent most of their lives. In the northern part of the Imperial City
is a small hill (200 feet high) called Coal Hill. It is .crowned by small
temples, but is undoubtedly artificial in origin,
The Tatar city is covered with buildings, streets, and palaces; and
though many Manchus live here, the majority of the people are
Chinese. It is difficult to chart functional zones for this city, since
the ancient and modern designs are somewhat at variance. The writer's
visit in 1926 was too short for him to make a detailed plan. Originally
the emperor's palaces and household occupied the Forbidden City.
The government officials lived in the Imperial City, the ruling caste
of Manchus in the Tatar city, while th'e subject groups of Chinese were
in the adjacent but separate Chinese city.
Today the palaces are largely museums, while the government
offices are mostly scattered throughout the southern half of the Tatar
city, though some are still in the Imperial City. Probably the huge
walls will be levelled in the near future, and the space converted (as
in so many European cities) into wide boulevards and gardens. It may
be noted that though large areas of the Chinese city are empty, yet
there are a few small "suburbs" outside the walls, especially to the east
of the Tatar city.
The present plan of Pekin is essentially oriental and medieval. But
an enclave of occidental culture is being incorporated in it, especially
in the southern part of the Tatar city. We may perhaps compare this
enclave to the neo-technical sections developing in certain parts of
occidental cities. (For example, see the writer's study of the towns of
the Trentino, such as Trento, Bolzano, and Merano.7) The palaces
clearly form the nucleus of Pekin, even though today no emperor
Presidential Address to the American Geographers in 1941 dealt with the
evolution of towns (Annals of the Association of American Geographers, vol.
xxxn, March, 1942).